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January, 2021 
 
Dear Youth Ministry Leaders, Pastors, and Parents, 
 
This year, we will be hosting the Diocesan Youth Conference on the weekend of April 16-18th at 
the Rainwater Conference Center in Valdosta, Georgia. We have Catholic speaker Dan DeMatte 
and the band, The Scally Brothers, joining us to put on a jam packed three-day event themed 
“To All the Nations.” 
 
With the many alterations and cancellations that our teens and youth groups have seen in the 
past year, I am absolutely overjoyed and counting down the days for our youth to be able to 
come together in-person at DYC. Keeping in mind the prudence and caution that I know you 
have of bringing teens together in this way, I want to share with you how our host location and 
team will be handling COVID, as well as present options for the weekend that I believe can 
alleviate almost all concerns that have been communicated.  
 
I want to express that I understand that there are many different realities for how COVID has 
hit each of your communities, and I hope that by suggesting different options, you may find a 
solution that fits your teens and group best. I want you to know that the event will run as a 
COVID-cautious three-day conference geared towards parish and school youth groups. 
Choosing a one-day option or to attend with a parent may not be the optimal experience of the 
youth conference but can be a great alternative if your group is unable to attend otherwise.    
 
If after reading through these options, you have any additional questions or would like 
assistance in trying to send your teens to DYC, please reach out to me. I want to see our teens 
at this event, as well as offer them a safe and meaningful conference experience. Know that I 
will continue to pray for you all in the decisions you are making, and I hope to see your name 
come up as “registered” soon!  
 
Thank you!  
 
Caroline Ebberwein 
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COVID ACCOMMODATIONS  
 
We will follow all guidelines established by the State of Georgia’s Executive Order at the time of 
the event.  
 
Mask-wearing and social distancing will be encouraged throughout the weekend in both the 
conference center and the hotel. Games have been adjusted to limit contact between different 
groups. Vendor tables will be spaced out. Each table will have hand sanitizer and offer 
paperless payment options.  
 
The schedule has been adjusted to account for extra time that it will take to get people in and 
out of different sessions. We will dismiss in groups so that there is never a need for too many 
people to be in one place at one time. There are designated entrances and exits so that the 
flow of traffic keeps participants moving in the same direction when moving large groups.  
 
There is a period of time built into the schedule for students to play games outside. If students 
can social distance outside, masks will not be required in hopes of giving students a time to 
breathe in the fresh afternoon air.  
 
Letter of Health  
 
Every participant, leader, and team member will be required to complete a Letter of Health 
before arriving at the Valdosta Rainwater Center on Friday, April 16th. Group leaders will collect 
these forms to be turned in at registration. If any participant suspects of exhibits symptoms or 
has contact with COVID-19, they are not allowed to participate in DYC 2021. Participants can 
get a 100% refund if cancelation is received by April 9th.  
 
Rainwater Conference Center Accommodations 
 
To ensure that all participants can safely fit in the main meeting space, Rainwater Conference 
Center has extended the size of our conference room to allow for social distancing between 
groups. At this time, the decision is to set up pods of chairs for participants to sit in the same 
group with whom they rode or with whom they are rooming. Pods will be spaced four to six 
feet from each other throughout the conference room. There will also be individual and two-
seat pods spaced out in the back of the room. Groups will be encouraged to stay in the same 
pod throughout the weekend. We will reevaluate as we get closer to the weekend, taking the 
number of participants and the current COVID situation into mind while deciding the seating 
chart for the weekend.  
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Cleaning staff will be present throughout the whole conference. Someone on staff will be 
regularly cleaning bathrooms, and every other sink will be taped off to ensure social distancing 
is possible in bathrooms. Hand sanitizing stations will be placed throughout the entire center. 
When there is movement, the doors will remain open so that participants are not touching 
handles.  
 
Seats in breakout rooms will be spaced to accommodate social distancing. We will have people 
at each door ensuring that breakout rooms do not exceed the number of participants who can 
safely be inside. Breakouts will be cleaned in between each session. 
 
Food will be individually boxed. Food stations have been moved to an outside patio for 
distribution. Participants can spread throughout the entire conference center to eat (including 
outside seating) for people to socially distance and choose where they feel most comfortable to 
eat without masks on. There will be two time slots for the distribution of food so to spread 
people out.  
 
Hampton Inn & Suites Accommodations 
 
The hotel accommodations are up to your discretion. Groups can decide how best to separate 
students in hotel rooms. You may want to keep students in rooms with the same people with 
whom they rode or separate students in rooms by family if multiple siblings are attending.  
 
Saturday and Sunday morning breakfasts will be served in shifts to ensure that COVID protocols 
can be followed. You will be notified of your time slot to get breakfast.  
 
 
ALTERATIONS MADE TO REGISTRATION 
 
Registration Type 
 
Most years, it is required for teens to attend DYC with their parish or school youth group. I 
understand that some parishes are unable to attend DYC and some parents are uncertain of 
teens attending with their group. To appeal to both groups, we have included an option for 
teens to attend DYC with a parent of family guardian. Under Registration Type, you will see the 
following options: 
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All chaperones must be Safety Compliant and all guidelines and chaperone policies must be 
met. If you have questions about these guidelines, you can find them on our website under 
“Forms” or reach out to Caroline Ebberwein at cebberwein@diosav.org. 
 
Days Attending 
 
In previous years, we only offer a Friday evening check-in. This year, we will offer check-in both 
Friday evening from 7:00-9:00 PM or Saturday morning from 7:30-8:30 AM. Groups can choose 
which days they would like to attend. Saturday is the bulk of the conference, so groups 
choosing to only participate Saturday or participate Saturday and one of the other days will 
miss opening or closing Masses and talks. 
 
This can benefit anyone worried about sleeping overnight in hotel rooms (Saturday only option) 
or groups that can only financially afford to book hotel rooms for one night (Friday-Saturday 
night or Saturday morning to Sunday). The Friday evening and Sunday morning keynotes will be 
livestreamed for those unable to attend those sessions, but no other part of the weekend will 
be livestreamed.    
 
 
 

https://diosav.org/youth/home
mailto:cebberwein@diosav.org

