
Pope St. John Paul II on his Encyclical The Gospel of Life (1995): “…[it] is meant to be a precise and vigorous 
reaffirmation of the value of human life and its inviolability, and at the same time, a pressing appeal addressed 
to each and every person in the name of God: respect, protect, love and serve life, every human life! Only in this 
direction will you find justice, development, true freedom, peace and happiness!”
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CELEBRATING THE GOSPEL OF LIFE
from the gospel of life (evangelium vitae), 83–86

Because we have been sent into the world as a “people for 
life,” our proclamation must also become a genuine cel-
ebration of the Gospel of life. This celebration, with the 
evocative power of its gestures, symbols and rites, should 
become a precious and significant setting in which the 
beauty and grandeur of this Gospel is handed on.

For this to happen, we need first of all to foster, in our-
selves and in others, a contemplative outlook.1 Such an 
outlook arises from faith in the God of life, who has creat-
ed every individual as a “wonder” (cf. Ps 139:14). It is the 
outlook of those who see life in its deeper meaning, who 
grasp its utter gratuitousness, its beauty and its invitation 
to freedom and responsibility. It is the outlook of those 
who do not presume to take possession of reality but in-
stead accept it as a gift, discovering in all things the reflec-
tion of the Creator and seeing in every person his living 
image (cf. Gen 1:27; Ps 8:5). This outlook does not give 
in to discouragement when confronted by those who are 
sick, suffering, outcast or at death’s door. Instead, in all 
these situations it feels challenged to find meaning, and 
precisely in these circumstances it is open to perceiving in 
the face of every person a call to encounter, dialogue and 
solidarity…

To celebrate the Gospel of life means to celebrate the God 
of life, the God who gives life: “We must celebrate Eternal 
Life, from which every other life proceeds. From this, in 
proportion to its capacities, every being which in any way 
participates in life, receives life. This Divine Life, which is 
above every other life, gives and preserves life. Every life 
and every living movement proceed from this Life which 
transcends all life and every principle of life. It is to this 
that souls owe their incorruptibility; and because of this 
all animals and plants live, which receive only the faintest 
glimmer of life. To men, beings made of spirit and matter, 
Life grants life. Even if we should abandon Life, because 
of its overflowing love for man, it converts us and calls 
us back to itself. Not only this: it promises to bring us, 
soul and body, to perfect life, to immortality. It is too little 

1 Cf. John Paul II, Encyclical Letter Centesimus Annus (1 May 1991), 37: AAS 83 (1991), 840.

2 Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, On the Divine Names, 6, 1-3: PG 3, 856-857.

to say that this Life is alive: it is the Principle of life, the 
Cause and sole Wellspring of life. Every living thing must 
contemplate it and give it praise: it is Life which overflows 
with life.”2

…Moreover, man and his life appear to us not only as one 
of the greatest marvels of creation: for God has granted to 
man a dignity which is near to divine (Ps 8:5-6). In every 
child which is born and in every person who lives or dies 
we see the image of God’s glory. We celebrate this glory 
in every human being, a sign of the living God, an icon of 
Jesus Christ…

As part of the spiritual worship acceptable to God (cf. 
Rom 12:1), the Gospel of life is to be celebrated above all 
in daily living, which should be filled with self-giving love 
for others. In this way, our lives will become a genuine and 
responsible acceptance of the gift of life and a heartfelt 
song of praise and gratitude to God who has given us this 
gift. This is already happening in the many different acts 
of selfless generosity, often humble and hidden, carried 
out by men and women, children and adults, the young 
and the old, the healthy and the sick.

It is in this context, so humanly rich and filled with love, 
that heroic actions too are born. These are the most sol-
emn celebration of the Gospel of life, for they proclaim it 
by the total gift of self. They are the radiant manifestation 
of the highest degree of love, which is to give one’s life 
for the person loved (cf. Jn 15:13). They are a sharing in 
the mystery of the Cross, in which Jesus reveals the val-
ue of every person, and how life attains its fullness in the 
sincere gift of self. Over and above such outstanding mo-
ments, there is an everyday heroism, made up of gestures 
of sharing, big or small, which build up an authentic cul-
ture of life…   
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