
Pope St. John Paul II on his Encyclical The Gospel of Life (1995): “…[it] is meant to be a precise and vigorous 
reaffirmation of the value of human life and its inviolability, and at the same time, a pressing appeal addressed 
to each and every person in the name of God: respect, protect, love and serve life, every human life! Only in this 
direction will you find justice, development, true freedom, peace and happiness!”

diosav.org/life-is-sacred

MAN’S RESPONSIBILITY FOR LIFE
from the gospel of life (evangelium vitae), 42 & 43

To defend and promote life, to show reverence and 
love for it, is a task which God entrusts to every man, call-
ing him as his living image to share in his own lordship 
over the world: “God blessed them, and God said to them, 
‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 
upon the earth’” (Gen 1:28).

The biblical text clearly shows the breadth and depth of 
the lordship which God bestows on man. It is a matter, 
first of all, of dominion over the earth and over every liv-
ing creature, as the Book of Wisdom makes clear: “O God 
of my fathers and Lord of mercy...by your wisdom you 
have formed man, to have dominion over the creatures 
you have made, and rule the world in holiness and righ-
teousness” (Wis 9:1, 2-3). 

The Psalmist too extols the dominion given to man as 
a sign of glory and honor from his Creator: “You have 
given him dominion over the works of your hands; 
you have put all things under his feet, all sheep and 
oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the 
air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the 
paths of the sea” (Ps 8:6-8).

As one called to till and look after the garden of the world 
(cf. Gen 2:15), man has a specific responsibility toward 
the environment in which he lives, toward the creation 
which God has put at the service of his personal digni-
ty, of his life, not only for the present but also for future 
generations…In fact, “the dominion granted to man by 
the Creator is not an absolute power, nor can one speak 
of a freedom to ‘use and misuse,’ or to dispose of things as 
one pleases…[W]hen it comes to the natural world, we are 
subject not only to biological laws but also to moral ones, 
which cannot be violated with impunity.”1 

1  John Paul II, Encyclical Letter Sollicitudo Rei Socialis (30 December 1987), 34: AAS 80 (1988), 560.

2  Letter to Families Gratissimam sane (2 February 1994), 9: AAS 86 (1994), 878; cf. Pius XII, Encyclical Letter Humani Generis (12 
August 1950): AAS 42 (1950), 574.

A certain sharing by man in God’s lordship is also evident 
in the specific responsibility which he is given for human 
life as such. It is a responsibility which reaches its highest 
point in the giving of life through procreation by man and 
woman in marriage. As the Second Vatican Council teach-
es (Gaudium et Spes, 50): “God himself who said, ‘It is not 
good for man to be alone’ (Gen 2:18) and ‘who made man 
from the beginning male and female’ (Mt 19:4), wished to 
share with man a certain special participation in his own 
creative work…[H]aving a child is an event which is deeply 
human and full of religious meaning, insofar as it involves 
both the spouses, who form “one flesh” (Gen 2:24), and 
God who makes himself present… 

“When a new person is born of the conjugal union of the 
two, he brings with him into the world a particular image 
and likeness of God himself: the genealogy of the person 
is inscribed in the very biology of generation. In affirming 
that the spouses, as parents, cooperate with God the Cre-
ator in conceiving and giving birth to a new human being, 
we are not speaking merely with reference to the laws of 
biology. Instead, we wish to emphasize that God himself 
is present in human fatherhood and motherhood quite 
differently than he is present in all other instances of be-
getting ‘on earth.’ Indeed, God alone is the source of that 
‘image and likeness’ which is proper to the human being, 
as it was received at Creation. Begetting is the continua-
tion of Creation.”2

But over and above the specific mission of parents, the 
task of accepting and serving life involves everyone; and 
this task must be fulfilled above all toward life when it 
is at its weakest. It is Christ himself who reminds us of 
this when he asks to be loved and served in his brothers 
and sisters who are suffering in any way: the hungry, the 
thirsty, the foreigner, the naked, the sick, the impris-
oned...Whatever is done to each of them is done to Christ 
himself (cf. Mt 25:31-46).  
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